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SHANAH TOVA!

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

NORM ROMAN

Whether in the synagogue setting, surrounded by
devoted adults for the weekly Parashat HaShavua
discussion, or for much of my Rabbinate, with the
curious and spirited Jewish youth at Camps or Kallot, 1
found myself frequently introducing the Book of
Dvarim (Deuteronomy) in the same way:

Let’s think about and relate to Moses as he is, in the
twilight of his life and leadership.

When we read the dramatic words of his long “farewell
sermon” over the concluding chapters of the Torah,
how do we see him? What are the adjectives that you
would use to describe his emotions, his stature, his self-
identity as he stands before Am Yisrael in his last days?
We know at the end of V°Zot HaBrachah, that he was
humble, and that his vigor had not abated. But what
else can we discern in his speech, or hear in his words?
Is he telling us something that provides a further
incentive for us in NAORRR?

My students would suggest that Moses seemed, to
them, as if he were burned-out, exhausted; that he still
needed the Kahal’s responses to motivate him. Others
read into his words that he seemed disappointed - both
in himself and in the Israelites — or even angry, and
struggling to cope with a sense of potential failure in
the grand mission that was his calling.

Yet many see Moshe quite differently; they use phrases
such as “he knew that he really was successful” There
may have been quite a few moments of doubt and
frustration (who doesn’t have them, after all?), but

wasn’t he ultimately satisfied with
the job he had done? Didn’t he convey hope in the
people and in their future? He may not have been
ego-filled at the end, but he certainly was proud. We
might even say that he considered himself
professionally fulfilled!

Looking back and looking ahead: the Eternal One
counsels Moses with the heart-felt phrase of Chazak
V’Ematz! And then Moses himself repeats the words to
Joshua and B'nai Yisrael. “Be strong, have courage!”
The message seems clear: to move forward! (It’s at this
point in the Torah Study that I point out how Chazal
interpreted Ematz: the source of our “strength” is in
Emet, Masorah, Tzedakah - Truth, Tradition, and
Righteousness).

And in our day, a valid interpretation of Chazak
V’Ematz would be Join NAORRR!!! The best advice we
could give to Moshe Rabeinu would be to spend his
remaining days, months and years in the Chevruta that
we have developed as active retirees, spouses and
partners. Moses would be a great NAORRR member,
no? He would tell us his own accounts of his
achievements and best practices, update us on
Zipporah and the boys. We would also be there for
him, giving the necessary boost of confidence, support
and solace when he would speak of Miriam’s and
Aaron’s deaths. Because we have all, in one sense or
another, “been there,” we can accept the character flaws
that might have been leading him low. NAORRR
would be a comfortable and comforting environment
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT (CONT’D)

for Moshe Rabeinu...
As it is (or can be) for you and yours, and all of us.

This past year has been a perfect indication of what
NAORRR offers: educational programs, enlightening
and uplifting webinars, speakers, teachers, practical
advice; the refining and growth of our LABRIUT
project, in recognition of how important health and
wellness are for each of us. We have a willingness to
share our lives — successes and disappointments-
without the pressures of having to prove ourselves to
Boards or each other.

We are planning an exciting Convention for January,

2027 in Scottsdale. V’zot HaB'rachah - this is the
blessing that has brought us together. With the
courage, strength and humanity of Moses, let us look
forward to writing and sharing the Book of our Lives
with friendship and hope.

Lynne and I wish you and yours a Shanah Tovah
u-M’Tukah!

That’s a question I ask myself as
we engage in planning with the
program committee, a group of
NAORRR members
representing the several
generations in our community.

I also think about what is uniquely relevant to us,
as rabbis and rabbinic spouses, and what we can’t
access in other ways. The program committee
works in coordination with Richie Address and the
LABRIUT committee, which focuses more on
personal and health-related issues, and with Laura
Geller and the convention committee.

This year we have put together a smorgasbord of
programs: politics, music, history, genealogy, text
study, and we hope in December, fun. How can we
be better informed on the issues facing our
American society, our Jewish people, and
particularly our American Jewish world? Asa
retiree, I know I am also concerned with keeping
up with contemporary scholarship, thought, and
what is going on in our movement. In fact, I do
Streetwise Hebrew mainly for the Hebrew slang. I
wish there were an English equivalent to help me
when my grandson comes home with “6-7”

WHAT ARE NAORRR MEMBERS INTERESTED IN?

Melanie Aron, Second Vice-President

In September, Doug Mishkin spoke to us about
one of the most important American issues right
now, separation of church and state. “The Un-
Separation of Church and State: From the 1925
Scopes Monkey Trial to Today’s Supreme Court,”
was a well-attended and well-received program.

Also related to American political issues will be
Michael Holzman’s presentation on the “Rebuilding
Democracy Project,” which has been recognized
nationally. This program is at a different time for
us, 4:00 pm Eastern, on October 8th, which we
hope will be convenient across the country.
Rosalind Gold will introduce his talk: “Faith and
Civic Values: Where Are We Headed as a Nation?”
Watch for announcements of post-election
analysis both for the United States and for Israel
and for a lighter pre-Hanukah program.

Do you have ideas about what our chevreh are
interested in? I would love to hear from you.

You can text me, but I am better on email ( I know,
a sign of my age). rabbiaron@shirhadash.org

We will be putting together a team for 2027 and
welcome fresh perspectives.



With Elul almost behind us, we
enter these High Holy Days
with gratitude for all that is
good in our lives, and at the
same time, with fear and
confusion about all that is complicated in our lives
and in our world. Many of us also bring
hopefulness that the way things are is not the way
they have to be, and that things might begin to
change in the upcoming elections. A gift of our
tradition is the conviction that people can change
and that there are core values that we can
continually return to even when the aspiration for
tikkun seems far away.

Organizations can change as well and yet remain
true to their core values. For me, as the
presumptive incoming president of NAORRR, I
look forward to exploring with you what kinds of
changes will enable NAORRR to matter even more
powerfully in our lives.

The mission hasn’t changed, but the demographics
that bring younger retiring colleagues into
NAORRR has. I am grateful to past president Jack
Luxemburg for his work with a Restructuring Task
Force that proposed changes in the NAORRR
constitution to give more flexibility on when and
where we meet for convention. They also will be
proposing how the leadership team should be
reimagined for the future when Gary and Joanie
step back and when the model of a rabbinic couple
is no longer the only option.

I'm grateful to the Board of Trustees for supporting
LABRIUT and the work Richie Address and his
committee are doing to reach out to our members
individually and through webinars and programs
to support us as we go through challenging times.

I am also grateful to the Convention Committee
for imagining a convention that offers multiple
experiences with plenty of time to breathe, to
think, to interact, to laugh, to pray, to stretch, to

MESSAGE FROM 18T VICE PRESIDENT

Laura Geller

eat and to share the Torah of our lives. We'll learn
with Mark Washofsky, Ellen Lewis, Dvora
Weisberg, MARAM colleagues, and some of our
members who will offer workshops, including in
Hebrew. We ‘Il also offer small groups that will
provide a safe connection with peers who have
shared similar life experiences such as illness, loss,
and reimagining purpose at this stage of life. We’ll
lift our voices with Merri Lovinger Arian and we
will celebrate with Debbie Zecher in a Saturday
night cabaret. We'll cheer for the Class of 1977 as
they mark their 50th anniversary of ordination.

In addition to all this I am so very grateful to my
friend and mentor David Saperstein who installed
me when I became the rabbi of Temple Emanuel of
Beverly Hills and who de-installed me when I
became emerita twenty two years later. David
willingly accepted my invitation to install me in my
next position in NAORRR. After the installation,
David will share with us all his take on the future
of Jewish life in these so very challenging times.

So come to the convention. And even consider an
add-on day or two for an exploration of the history
and current reality of the experience of indigenous
Americans.

In the words of the traditional New Year blessing:
May the year and its curses end; may the new year
and its blessings begin.

LAOHR LNAORRR

Robert Frost wrote, “Two roads
diverged in a wood, and I—I
took the one less traveled by,
and that has made all the difference.”

NAORRR is fast approaching our crossroads. The
path we choose will make an essential difference in
how our Reform rabbinic community relates to the
increasingly diverse and growing population of
retired colleagues and their spouses/partners. The
Covid 19 pandemic triggered a pivot in our
organization that has led us to this juncture.

The image Jewish texts give us for understanding
how moments of great fear and despair can result in
the spark of new beginnings is the Destruction of
the Temple in Jerusalem. A famous midrash
describes God comforting Israel after the
destruction:

“Nwn TN WTFRN N 20N oM.

“On the day the Temple was destroyed, the Messiah
was born.” Eikhah Rabbah 1:51. The Zohar points
out that the only difference between goleh (exile)
and geulah (redemption) is the letter aleph,
representing the emergence of the Divine
Presence.*

Good can emerge even out of the crisis.

In 1985, when NAORRR first met in convention,
our organization had only one central purpose: a
gathering of retired Reform Rabbis and their
spouses, once a year, in a warm coastal location.
This idea satisfied the needs of those rabbis and
their spouses who were retiring from the full-time
active rabbinate at that time. But as Robert
Zimmerman wrote, “the times they are achangin”
During the Fall of 2020, our NAORRR President
Howard Kosovske wrote:

“In this raging Covid-19 pandemic, every arena of
Jewish life is confronting the necessity to change. It’s
not in our sanctuaries where just months ago we
gathered to “do Jewish” that the need to innovate is
happening...NAORRR is going to be a part of that.
We, NAORRR, are about to emerge as something
very different... But as we do, our original purpose

VIEWS
YNY PN

Gary Glickstein and Joanie Glickstein
Co-Executive Vice Presidents of NAORRR
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of coming together in the first place
will still remain alive and current.”
Howard and the entire lay leadership, led by Julian and
Susie a’h Cook as Co-EVPs, pivoted and re-imagined
our group in new and more dynamic ways. Since then,
we have been on a journey that has brought us to this
critical time of decision.

This Fall, we will be presented with a series of
Constitutional amendments that will reflect the new
demographic population of NAORRR and its needs,
hopes and desires. These amendments will be
circulated online following the High Holy Days. In
November, there will be an online Town Hall meeting,
where members can question, debate, clarify, and
suggest ideas relating to these amendments. The final
text of the changes will be sent out in December and
voted on in a special Plenary session at our 2027
Phoenix, AZ convention on Sunday, January 10. That
plenary session will be livestreamed, as will other
services and presentations.

Our membership has already voted online to amend
the Constitution to allow the Board to use its
discretion to select the time and place for future
conventions. In fact, that has already happened, and
the dates and location of the 2028 convention will be
formally announced in Phoenix.

The new amendments will affect our professional staff,
LABRIUT, fundraising/budgeting, and other
structural issues.

This convention and this amendment vote are our
crossroads.

Be with us in Phoenix. Be with us as we take the step
down the path not yet taken. It will make “all the
difference”

From our home to yours, we wish you L'Shana Tova
Tikateyvu.

*THD TN QOINKT XIK - D7INI XTI KT
“This is exile and this is redemption—only that an
aleph is added” Zohar, Part II, 184a.



It has been nearly two years
since LABRIUT was proposed
as a new and important en-
deavor for NAORRR. We
urged the creation of
LABRIUT after we looked at the demographics of
North America’s Reform Rabbis. We saw that half
of our rabbis were sixty years of age or older; we
recognized that caring for the health and welfare of
our colleagues, spouses, and widows needed to be
addressed; and we understood that it would be our
privilege to address the needs and concerns of all
of us.

LABRIUT is now in its infancy, a pilot program
established this year to envision what such a caring
program would look like, how our colleagues and
friends would respond, and what impact might we
make to help address the concerns and needs that
affect all of us. In other words, how can we be a
community which truly cares for each other,
provides support and empathy, guidance, love and
hope to those with whom we have walked the path

of life?

When I went to my first NAORRR convention I
found it to be different than any convention I had
ever attended. In attendance were people I had met
in NFTY, friends I lived with while at HUC in the
dorm in Cincinnati, colleagues with whom I
shared our life’s work of leading and serving the
Jewish People, and some of “the greats” of our
generation. The sharing, the camaraderie, the
renewing of friendships, the sustaining of precious
relationships - all of this and more is what I found
at convention time. And with LABRIUT, we are
extending it even more: monthly “Zoominars” on
topics of concern to many of us regarding our
health, our care, our support of one another; our
“azkarah” programs at the end of holidays which
have been touching and emotionally powerful; and
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soon, we hope, the creation of interest groups for
caregivers, those dealing with chronic illness, a
group for those who have lost children, and even
more as we go forward.

We are all grateful to Richard Address, who has
been guiding us in this endeavor. Among us there
is no one who knows the field of aging better than
Richie. He has devoted his life to this endeavor and
now he is helping us establish LABRIUT as a
model for sacred communities throughout our
network. And we are grateful to the leadership and
guidance of Joanie and Gary Glickstein, who
lovingly and patiently guide and encourage us in
this endeavor and in everything that NAORRR is
and does.

In January, at our annual NAORRR convention in
Phoenix, we will evaluate the work of LABRIUT,
and I hope we will decide to establish it as a per-
manent part of the mission of NAORRR. Already;,
friends and colleagues have begun to provide
NAORRR with funding for this endeavor. I invite
and encourage us all to help. I hope that we can
establish an endowment that will enable LABRIUT
to grow and respond to the needs of all in
NAORRR who are dear to us. The next generation
will be grateful for what we have begun just as we
are grateful to those who first established
NAORRR as a community of colleagues, friends,
spouses and widows who care about and for each
other.

LAOHR LNAORRR

JOIN US AT OUR AZKARA
OCTOBER 1

Among the LABRIUT offerings is our Azkarah at the
shalosh regalim. Because LABRIUT seeks to encourage
personal connection to one another, the Azkarah is
intended to be a moment of sharing. We use our tradition
to talk about our grief in a personal way. Our half hour
together is a time to build deeper understanding of one
another. We mine the wisdom of our tradition’s mourning
insights for ways to become more knowledgeable about
each other’s experience in one of life’s most challenging
times.

We come together from many different places: from
different states, kitchen tables, desks, living rooms, and
couches our computers deliver us to a common place of
Ha-Makom. The Azkarah is our own place for sharing the
tenderness of grief among peers. With poetry, music, and
pictures, we try to put some language to what is sometimes
the wordlessness of loss.

We gather in smaller groups to reflect, with the help of a
question, on whatever may come to mind in the moment.
Participants have told us that the time, though short, has
deepened relationships through focused conversation. We
have learned things about each other we never knew, even
by countless lunches or other work we may have done
together over the years. From the vulnerability of sharing,
we have grown in communal tenderness and support. This
is what we want our LABRIUT efforts to give us. We want
to care for one another.

Please join us at our Azkarah during Sukkot on Thursday,
October 1 at 1:00 pm EDT.
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National Association of Retired Reform Rabbis JO'N AND PAY

DUES ONLINE
2026 MEMBERSHIP FORM

(January 1-December 31, 2026)

NAORRR welcomes all CCAR members who are retired or who are 60 or
older, their spouses or partners, and surviving spouses or partners.

Please complete and PRINT clearly Date:
Rabbi’s name Ordination: Year OC ONY OLA ) O S75

Nickname, if preferred
Ordination: (if rabbi) Year 0C CONY COLA ) | $75

Spouse or Partner’s name

Nickname, if preferred
Ordination year & campus of deceased spouse:

Surviving Spouse’s name

Year OC ONY OLA ) * No dues
Name of deceased spouse required
Additional contribution to support Hesed/Mitzvah Fund S
Additional contribution to support Convention Assistance Fund S
Additional contribution to support LABRIUT S
TOTAL AMOUNT REMITTED (make checks payable in US funds to NAORRR or pay online at S
naorrr.com)
0 Check here to receive your Ohr U'Naorrr newsletter ONLY via an email link.
WE NEED YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION:
Street Address
City State Zip

Member or surviving spouse email Member or surviving spouse home Member or surviving

phone spouse cell phone
Spouse or Partner email Spouse or Partner home phone Spouse or partner
cell phone

Send dues and this form to:
NAORRR - Joanie and Gary Glickstein
1 Grove Isle Drive, #1803, Miami, FL 33133
Email: naorrrglickstein@gmail.com
Website: https://www.naorrr.com
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SGHOLAR SPOTLIGHT

NAORRR GONVENTION

y Rabbi Ellen Lewis has more than forty years of experience as a rabbi and a
therapist. After her ordination at HUC-JIR in Cincinnati in 1980, she spent over
thirty years serving congregations in Dallas,Texas; Summit, New Jersey (named
rabbi honorata); and Washington, New Jersey (named rabbi emerita). Rabbi Lewis
received her analytical training in New York at the Center for Modern
Psychoanalytic Studies. She has written and presented widely about the
intersection of Judaism and modern psychoanalysis. She now practices full-time
as a therapist, supervisor/coach , and pastoral counselor. Her website can be found
at www.rabbiellenlewis.com.

LAOHR LNAORRR

Mark Washofsky is emeritus professor of Rabbinics at Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati. His academic specialty is the literature
of Jewish law (halakhah) and the application of legal theory to the understanding
of the Jewish legal process. His publications deal with such subjects as the history
of the halakhah, the nature of rabbinical decision making, and issues of medical
ethics in Jewish law. He is chair of the Solomon B. Freehof Institute of Progressive
Halakhah and served as chair of the Responsa Committee of the Central
Conference of American Rabbis from 1996 to 2017. In addition to numerous
articles, he is the author of Reading Reform Responsa (2023) and Jewish Living: A Guide to Contemporary
Reform Practice (revised edition, 2010) and editor of Reform Responsa for the Twenty-First Century
(2010).

Rabbi Dvora Weisberg, Ph.D. is the Rabbi Aaron Panken Professor of Rabbinics
on the Los Angeles campus of Hebrew Union College. Rabbi Weisberg served for
eleven years as the Rabbinical Program Director in Los Angeles and then as the
National Rabbinical School Director of Hebrew Union College from 2020 to
2025.

She received her B.A. summa cum laude from Brandeis University and her
undergraduate thesis, was entitled “Can the Demands of Jewish Feminists Be Met
Within the Halakhic System?” She received her M.A. and Ph.D. in Talmud and
Rabbinic Literature from the Jewish Theological Seminary of America and was ordained at Hebrew
Union College. Prior to Hebrew Union College, Rabbi Weisberg taught at the Jewish Theological
Seminary, the College of William and Mary, and the University of Pittsburgh.

Rabbi Weisberg is the author of Levirate Marriage and the Family in Ancient Judaism (2008), a study of
the ancient rabbis’ vision of the family and its members, and Tractate Menahot: A Feminist Commentary
(2020). Her book on levirate marriage and the family was a finalist for the 2009 National Jewish Book
Awards in the category of Women’s Studies.




NAORRR 2027 CONVENTION REGISTRATION & MEAL CHOICES

NAORRR 2027 CONVENTION REGISTRATION
Embassy Suites by Hilton | January 7-11, 2027

Registration deadline — December 24, 2026

Please complete ALL information below to ensure that our records will be up-to-date

Member Names

Mailing Address

City State Zip

Home phone Member 1 Cell Member 2 Cell

Member 1 Email Member 2 Email Emergency contact name & phone #

HOTEL RESERVATION INFORMATION

The 2027 NAORRR convention is being held at the Embassy Suites by Hilton,

located at 4415 E. Paradise Village Parkway S, Phoenix, Arizona 85032.

The room rate is $189.00 plus taxes and does not include the $7/night self-parking fee.
This special room rate is also available three days before and three days after

the convention. To get this special NAORRR convention rate, you MUST book
reservations by December 17, 2026. Book your room online at:
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/phxpves-nao-8fd373fb-2dcf-442f-bcb5-fe662bde 1778/

If you have any questions or problems regarding your reservations, NAORRR’s special rates, or mobility requests, contact
Joanie and Gary Glickstein at naorrrglickstein@gmail.com. Once you register and pay the applicable fees, you will receive
details about volunteer opportunities, workshops, and other pertinent information.

The registration fee includes Shabbat dinner, Shabbat lunch,
Ice Cream Social, and Sunday night reception.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION FEES: Please print clearly | By 11/19 | After 11/19
Member 1 Preferred name on name tag $315 $375

Member 2 Preferred name on name tag $315 $375

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEE DUE | $ A

NAORRR DUES You must be current in 2026 dues to attend!
2026 Dues: Member: $75. Surviving Spouse: $0.

If you are unsure if you have paid dues for 2026, please contact Joanie or Gary Glickstein at
naorrrglickstein@gmail.com.

Dues enclosed: Member 1 $ . Member 2 $
[0 Check if this is your first time attending a NAORRR convention TOTAL DUES | $ B

Available assistance includes an airfare subsidy of $200 per member and underwriting
from the Wallach Fund. To inquire, please send a confidential email to
naorrrglickstein@gmail.com
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NAORRR 2027 CONVENTION REGISTRATION & MEAL CHOICES

NAORRR 2027 CONVENTION REGISTRATION
Embassy Suites by Hilton | January 7-11, 2027

MEAL FEES

OPENING WELCOME DINNER - BUFFET 10R2 $70 each $

EREV SHABBAT DINNER lor2 No Charge $

Select one entrée and one dessert per person
0O O Grilled Herb Chicken Breast w/Garlic and Rosemary and Pan Gravy GF

0O O Oven Roaasted Salmon w/Bourbon Glaze GF

O O Vegetarian Primavera Pasta w/Seasonal Vegetables and Cream Sauce
Dessert

0O O Dessert Bars

O O Fresh Fruit Plate

SHABBAT KIDDUSH BUFFET LUNCHEON O attending O not attending | 1 or 2 No Charge $
SATURDAY NIGHT ICE CREAM SOCIAL O attending [0 not attending | 1 or 2 No Charge $
SUNDAY EVENING BUFFET lor2 $70 each $

TOTAL COST OF ALL MEALS | $

ADD TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES - from line A | $

ADD TOTAL DUES - from line B | $

CONTRIBUTION TO HESED/MITZVAH FUND | $

CONTRIBUTION TO CONVENTION ASSISTANCE FUND | $

CONTRIBUTION TO LABRIUT WELLNESS FUND | $

~SUGGESTED SECURITY DONATION $25/PER PERSON | §

GRAND TOTAL - AMOUNT DUE | $
ENCLOSE CHECK PAYABLE TO NAORRR Or check here [ if using PayPal
***Please double check your addition***

NOTE: We cannot process any form without the correct payment.

Complete BOTH pages and mail with your check (Payable to NAORRR) to
Joanie and Gary Glickstein at 1 Grove Isle Dr. #1803, Miami, FL. 33133

***(Before mailing this form, please make a copy of both sides for your future reference.)

AFor the first time, we have engaged a security company for our convention.
Your financial support will help offset the additional cost.
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We'll be eatin
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rejoicing together!

We will welcome MARAM

colleagues who will share
their personal experiences
during these past fraught

years in Israel.

Chair massages
and yoga session
for relaxation

An evening of A A A0k A S
Musical Cabaret - Avote to adopt the revised,
Debbie Zecher ~ leading our evolving =

LABRIUT =

spiritual and An array of
emotional topics offered
wellbeing by our
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Jewish Life

CONVENTION
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the
Class of '/

We look forward
to honoring the

class of ‘77 at the upcoming
NAORRR Convention!
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Stiana lova

Sweet blessings for
the new year

LABRIUT WELLNESS FUND

NAORRR is now a multi-generational
community, and it is reflective in the
demographics of our wider Jewish world.
If you take the 2020 Pew study and move
it to 2025, you see that over half of the
current American Jewish community are
over 50 years of age. Many of us are
experiencing life stages and changes that
need support and connection. For many
of us these are times of interesting
transitions. It is our hope that over the
course of time, we can create and maintain
a viable program of “inreach” that
supports, nourishes and connects the
wider NAORRR community.
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Hesed/Mitzvah Fund
stands ready to help.

Many of our members continue to
contribute to the Hesed/Mitzvah Fund,
which helps support colleagues and their
spouses/partners who have fallen on
financial hardship. Through your
generosity over the years, our combined
NAORRR/CCAR Hesed/Mitzvah
committee has been blessed to ease the
burden of hundreds of rabbinic families.
We continue to help support surviving
spouses, retired rabbis, as well as younger

colleagues.



NAORRR

1 Grove Isle Drive
#1803

Miami, FL 33133

See you in Phoenix. Arizona
for the 44th Annual Convention
January 7-11, 2027





